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This guide sets out the basic rules on 

packaging, restaurant menus, fish 
how to use the ASC logo on product 

counters and promotional material.

Protecting the ASC's trademarks
The ASC owns the trademark of the
logo, the abbreviation "ASC" and its
name "Aquaculture Stewardship Council" 

 

  ot noitaler ni sthgir lla sevreser dna
these trademarks.  
   
The Marine Stewardship Council Inter-
national, MSC's trading company, will act 
as the ASC's agent regarding the licensing 
and administration of the ASC logo. 
On behalf of the ASC, the MSC's Licensing 
Team will issue logo license agreements 
and approve logo use on products. 

Only organisations that are eligible to sign 
a licence agreement and have entered 
into and signed a licence agreement with 
ASCI may use or display the ASC logo in 
accordance with the licence agreement. 
Unauthorised display is prohibited and will 
be treated as a trademark infringement. 
If you are unsure whether you are or will 
be eligible to sign a licence agreement, 
please get in touch with ASCI. 

 
 

 
 

responsible source by using the 

Show your customers that your 
seafood comes from a certified  

ASC logo - a trusted and recognised  
indicator of responsible aquaculture. 

Welcome

tified seafoodody codesh fish Off-product useoduct useed

We’re here to help you: please 
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Which company  
is the licensee?

Examples of supply chains to illustrate the application of the rule 

  rossecorp ehT
is the licensee

fi   tnaruatser ehT
is the licensee

  reretac tcartnoc ehT
is the licensee

  rossecorp ehT
is the licensee

Note:

The licence holder is the 
company that is the owner of 
the seafood at the time the 
ASC logo is applied.

The processor is the 
licensee

The retailer  
is the licensee

fi

 fi
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Non-ASC certified
seafood ingredients
A product carrying the ASC logo may
contain 5% non-certified seafood in the 
total seafood content.

fi

fi fied
fi

*excluding water and added salt

fi

✗

✗

tifi

ifie

✓

✓

tified. fi
fi

✓

fied 

tified seafoodChain of Custody codesh fish counters Off-product useOn-product useed

Click here for more info on royalties

Click here for additional 
calculation guidelines
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Usage costs
Once you've signed a licence, you are liable to pay 
annual fees and, depending on the logo application, 
royalties.

ASC labelled sales / purchases GBP Annual fee (GBP)

Royalties

ASC-labelled sales / purchases (GBP) of consumer facing products Royalty rate

tified s oodody codesh fish Off-product useoduct useed

Annual fee

Once you’ve signed a licence you will pay an annual fee. The level of the annual fee 
payable is determined by the total net value of ASC labelled seafood sold by your 
company during a calendar year (January – December, except for fresh fish counter 
items where the annual fee is based on net purchases. 

The annual fee is due at the beginning of each royalty year, which starts 1st January. 
For existing licensees, the actual sales from the previous royalty year are used to 
determine the annual fee. For new licensees, the annual fee will be based on an 
estimation of sales for the royalty year.  

Annual fees applicable to foodservice businesses can be found on page 19.

If you are using the ASC logo on consumer facing 
products, you will also need to pay royalties* 
starting at 0.5% on the net wholesale value of 
your ASC labelled seafood sales. For fresh fish 
counters the royalties will be charged on net 
purchases.

Details of the royalties applicable to foodservice 
businesses can be found on page 19.

*During the whole supply chain of a product, royalties are only
collected once

Consumer Facing product: a 
product that could be available for 
sale to consumers in its current 
packaging.

Non-Consumer Facing product: 
the opposite of consumer facing, 
e.g. an item that is repacked or 
unpacked within supply chain

The media, charitable and 
conformity assessment 
bodies accredited by the 
ASC appointed accreditation 
body do not have to pay any 
fees or royalties to use the 
ASC logo.

B2B companies, that do not label any products but wish to 
promote their Chain of Custody certification using the ASC 
logo, for example on their website, only pay an annual fee.  The 
level of annual fee is determined by the total net value of ASC 
certified seafood sold.

For more information please contact us at ecolabel@msc.org.

If you are a  fishmonger reporting 
purchases of up to GBP 130,000, 
you’ll just pay an annual fee of £160. 

£330,001  and greater

£130,001 - £330,000

£0 – £130,000

£20,000,001 – £30,000,000 

£10,000,001 – £20,000,000

£40,000,001 and greater

£30,000,001 – £40,000,000

£0  – £10,000,000
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Usage costs for foodservice

Value of ASC certified seafood purchased (GBP) 

Annual fee

Royalties

tified s oodody codesh fish Off-product useoduct useed

Once you've signed a licence you will pay an annual fee. The level of the annual fee payable is 
determined by the total net value of ASC certified seafood purchased by your company 
during a calendar year (January - December).

The annual fee is due at the beginning of each royalty year, which starts 1st January. For 
existing licensees, the actual purchases from the previous royalty year are used to determine 
the annual fee. For new licensees, the annual fee will be based on an estimation of purchases 
for the royalty year.

You will qualify for the site fee instead of the ASC royalty fee charge if you have 25 sites or 
less (Small Businesses) or have between 26-225 sites (Medium Businesses). All non-qualifying 
foodservice businesses continue to be subject to the standard 0.5% royalty structure. 
Foodservice businesses with a single site only pay the annual fee for each year.

The site fee is due at the beginning of each royalty year, which starts 1st January.  The number 
of sites will be as at 1st January each year. 

Good to know - calculating the number of chargeable sites
the no. of foodservice sites will be determined by the number listed on your Chain of Custody Certificate.

This number will be used to establish the applicable site range.  

The amount per site is multiplied by the total no. of sites excluding the first site to calculate the total royalties 
payable. For example – total foodservice sites - 4 minus first site = 3 chargeable sites x £160.

If you hold both an ASC and an MSC licence a 25% discount will be applied to both sets of fees.

Eligibility 

Annual fee (GBP)

£0 - £250,000

£250,001 - £500,000

£500,001 - £1,000,000

£160

£400

£800

£1,000,001 - £5,000,000

£5,000,001 and greater

£1,600

£3,200

No of sites Royalty fee per site (GBP)

Small Business Site Fee

1 site

2-4 sites

£0 (included in annual fee)

£160 x (total number of sites – 1)

5-9 sites

10-14 sites

£150 x (total number of sites – 1)

£140 x (total number of sites – 1)

15-19 sites

20-25 sites

£130 x (total number of sites – 1)

£120 x (total number of sites – 1)

Medium Business Site Fee

26-225 sites £600 x (√ total number of sites - 1)

These costs apply to small and medium size businesses only.  Companies with more than 225 sites will be 
charged under the standard annual fee and royalty fee structures detailed on page 18.

To check whether these fees apply to your business, please get in touch with the MSC Licensing Team at 
ecolabel@msc.org.

Foodservice businesses with 225 sites or less will pay an 
annual fee to use the ASC logo on their menu and other 
marketing materials, plus additional royalty site fees for 
operators with more than one site. 



All information correct as of May 2018.

All images are copyright of the ASC unless otherwise stated. 

Registered Charity number: 34389683. Registered Company number: 08172832

Please consider the environment before printing

© Aquaculture Stewardship 
Council 2018

ecolabel@msc.org
www.asc-aqua.org/our-logo

Find out more:
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